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Review letter of Ph.D. thesis for Olga Ibragimova 

‘ 

Development of simple and accurate methods for organic pollutants determination in the air 

based on solid-phase microextraction 

 

The thesis was supervised by Dr. Nassiba Baimatova (Associate Professor).  

 

The quality of submitted thesis is excellent.  

 

This Ph.D. thesis aimed at the development of “green” and simple-to-use analytical methods for 

the determination of the grab-type and time-weighted average (TWA) concentrations of volatile 

organic compounds (VOCs) in air using solid-phase microextraction (SPME). The developed 

methods were used to for determination of VOCs in ambient air.  

 

The research is novel and significant. The results were published in Web-of-Science-indexed 

journals.  
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Olga's Ph.D. thesis is a compilation of several chapters that are logically separated. Olga’s 

publiation record is similar to average compared with expectations for a typical Ph.D. student in 
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Chemistry at our university, where 3 peer-reviewed publications are a norm, but students can 

defend theses without all papers published.  

 

Olga has published 2 papers as first author and made major contribuitions to 2 peer-reviewed 

papers focused on methods use for ambient air quality research and modeling of air sampling 

using TWA-SPME.   

 

Olga is an excellent chemist and is very well prepared to defend her thesis and launch a new 

chapter in her scientific career.  

 

In summary I am very supportive and pleased with Olga's progress towards earning Ph.D. 

degree.  

 

 

 

Dr. Jacek Koziel, Prof. Emeritus 
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